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Return to Regular Hours of Operation
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Author Program on February 19th
Martha Washington's Winter Vacation 1779-80
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Museum and Ford Mansion OPEN on gy GEORGE, HAVE THINESELF
President's Day

In honor of George Washington's birthday and
President’s Day, the Washington's
Headquarters Museum and Ford Mansion will
be OPEN on Monday, February 20, 2017.

President’s Day is also a service-wide FEE FREE
day, meaning your visit to the park that day
is FREE!
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pm and tours of the Ford Mansion will be at ~ BIRTH CELEBRATION
10am, 11 am, 1 pm, 2 pm, 3 pm, and 4
pm.

The Museum will be open from 9:30 am to 5:00

Tours are limited to 20 visitors per tour and tickets can be picked up at Washington's
Headquarters Museum. All tickets are first-come first-served, no reservations.
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Martha Washington's Winter
Vacation 1779-1780

By: Eric Olsen, Park Ranger/Historian
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When you think of a winter vacation spot,
Morristown, New Jersey, during the worst
winter in United States history is
probably not high on your list. But that is -
exactly where Martha Washington
wanted to spend her time in 1780.

Her husband, General Washington, was
too busy to return home. In fact, during
the eight years of the American
Revolution, General Washington only
returned home for a few days before and after the victory at Yorktown in 1781. As a
result, every winter of the eight-year war Martha traveled from Virginia to visit her
husband.

Martha Washington's 1779 trip to Morristown wasn't easy. She started her trip late in
the season with snow already on the ground. When she reached Philadelphia on
December 21st, the snow was too deep for her horse-drawn coach to proceed to
Morristown. General Washington had to send an officer with a horse-drawn sleigh to
bring her from Philadelphia to Morristown. She finally arrived at the Ford Mansion on
December 31, 1779.

Once she had settled in, Mrs. Washington took up the job of overseeing the work of
the servants and cooks of the general's household. She visited or entertained other
women who were visiting their families in camp. One visitor. Elizabeth Schuyler,
described Mrs. Washington that winter:

"She was then almost fifty years old, but was still handsome. She was quite short, a
plump little woman with dark brown eyes, her hair a little frosty and very plainly
dressed for such a grand lady, as | considered her. She wore a plain brown gown of
homespun stuff, a large white neckerchief, a neat cap, and her plain gold wedding
ring which she had worn more than twenty vears. Her graces and cheerful manner
delighted us.”

Mrs. Washington's camp visit also included social functions with her husband including
dances, dinners and military reviews for visiting ambassadors and congressmen. When
the visiting Spanish Ambassador became ill, Martha became his nurse.
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General Washington left the Ford Mansion on June 7, 1780 to deal with a British
invasion that had advanced as far as Springfield. But he returned briefly on June
15th to say farewell to his wife as she began her month-long trip back to Virginia. A
very fatigued Martha Washington finally arrived home on July 14th.

She described her Morristown winter vacation: "there was not much pleasure thar the
distress of the army and other difficultys th'o | did not know the cause, the pore
General was so unhappy that it distressed me exceedingly...." And after all her
travel problems she swore: "l suffered so much last winter by going late that | have
determined to go early in the fall before the Frost set in."

Stay Connected Feel free to contact us with any questions regarding the park or
our ranger programs. We can be reached at 973-539-2016
ext.210 during regular business hours or you can email us at
morr_interpreta tion@nps.gov.
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Sincerely,
Follow us on kEwikker Morristown National Historical Park | 973-539-2016 ext.210
morr_interpretation@nps.gov | http://www.nps.gov/morr

30 Washington Place
Wisit our blog Morristown, NJ 07960
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